me Lord Protector of Exgland, Scotland „and Ireland, and his Councell, &c. 


75 al Parſons, Miniſters, Lecturers, Yicars,and Curates, as alſo to ! Faſt ices of the Peace, 
Majors, Sheriffes, Bayliffs, Charchwardexs, Conſt al les, Headbo ong bt ; and to all gther 
Officers of Cities Boroughs, Towns Corporate, and to all other Officer s, Miniſters, and 
prople whatſoever, as well within Liberties, as without , to whom theſe preſents ſbal 
come, Greeting. | 


Hereas wee are credibly given to underſtand , as well by the Humble Supplication 

and Petition of Jen Cii ford, and Thomas Smith , of Hamſteadin the County ot 

York, one a Linnen Draper, the other a Cutler, perſons credibly known to bee 

EIS Well fected to the Government now eſtabliſhed ( as alſo by a Certificate con- 
firmed at a Quarter Seſſions, hd!den for the Peace ar Rips in the County ↄfote- 

faid the 24. day of April 165 5, under the hands of Richard Darley William Strick/ana, Knights 
and Baronets, Darence Hotham William Athy, ind Thomas Staley, Eſquires, Juſtices of the 
Pexce for the ſaid County; declaring the ggear ſufferings ot theſe Bearers, and their diſtreſ- 
ſed families, by reaſon of a ſudden and violent fire, which happened in the Town of Hamfead 
the laſt day of March laftp:ſt , by the negligence of an Hoſtler , which conſumed the dwelliog 
houſes of theſe Bearers, wich their ſhops, Barns, Stables, Our-houſes,, Goods, Wares, and cer- 
tuin Cattell, together with other neighbouring buildings, which loſſes by eſtimation amoun- 
ted to 1500 l. and upwards. And wheras the Lord FroteRors ſaid Councel being deſirous that 
ſuch relief may beafforded herein to the ſaid diſtrefled perſons, as to others in like caſes hive 
been granted, have given and granted, and by theſe Preſents do give nd grant fu'l power, li- 
cence and authority to them the ſaid diſtrefled perſons, their Deputy or Dzputies , the Bearer or 
Bearers hereof , to ask, gather. and receive the Alms and charitable contribations of all good 
people within the Counties of Eſſex, S»folk, Norfork, Lincolne, ('ambridge, Nottingham and 
Tork, to whom they ſhall repaire, cowards their reliefe and comfort, in as zmple manner and 
form at if the ſame had paſſed by Letters Patents, under the Great Seal of England : Where 
we wiland require you, that at ſuch time and times as the ſaid Bearers hereof ſhall repaire to any 
of your Churches or Chappels, to ask and receive the Alms and charitabl- benevolence of all ſuch 
well diſpoſed Chriſtians , quietly to permit and ſuffer them ſo to dos without any let or hinde» 
rance. And you the Parſons, Miniſters , Lecturers, Vicars, and Curates, for better ſtirring up of 
charitable devotion, are heerby required and injoyned, detiberately and carefully to publiſh and 
declare the Tenor hereof to yeur ſeveral Congregations,on the next Lo: ds day after ſight hereof, 
exhorting them to extend their charity topyards ſo fic Objects of Compaſſion, and the ſame to 
endorſe on the back fide of the Copy or Bretf-heereot, in words at length, and not in figures, 
what ſhall be by you collected and gathered, and ſo to be delivered unto the Bearers heereof ,or 
their Deputies. In Witneſſe whereof , wee have cauſed theſe our Letters to continue for the 
ſpace of one whole yeare, next after the Date hereof , and no longer. Witneſs our ſelves at 


Weſtminſter, the 10 of July, 1655. 


Lord Lawrence, Prefident of the Councel, Majer General Skippon. 
Lord Lambert. | Major General Detbrough, 
Sir Anthony Aſbley Cooper, Colonel Sydenham, | 
1 Lord ( ommiſſioner Widdrington. 
Hen, Scobe! , ({prkts the Counce/ 


